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...    Bo  jTcri,  December  10,lSi4. 
Mil  Gouulay  presents  his  very  respectful  compliments  to  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe. — Accompanies  this  whit  The  Neptunian,  No.  34, 
containing  his  last  newspaper  articles  in  Canada,  1619. 

The  'Neptunian  has  been  printed  here,  not  for  sale,  but  to  sub- 
mit, first,  to  the  government  at  home  and  !  .oroacl  ;  then,  to  the  people 
of  Canada ;  and,  lastly,  to  the  world  ft  large.    Part  has  been  de- 
.  spatched —  Steamer  after  steamer,  th#  Inst  eighteen  months,  to  the 
Home  ministry ;  and,  latterly,  to  Sir  CJiaries  Metcalfe.    His  Excel- 
m  JgPcy  bg|s.beeii'  furnished  with  a  voLpt;, — Ap    Appeal  to  the 
'  TORiffftt  mT^ffer^^  en?t— ?fS-cn'a! ;  and,'  i$r  this,  toofa 

framed  and  glazed  advertisement,  &c. 

Mr.  Gourlay  is  far  from  maintaining  that  he  is  right.  On  the  con- 
trary he  is  sensible  of  being  often  wrong.  But,  he  does  maintain 
that  he  was  ever  true  to  his  country,  and  the  great  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  But  for  a  resolution,  1801,  to  devote  his  life  to 
bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor  of  England,  he  might  have  en- 
joyed all  the  comforts  of  life.  Adhering  to  this  resolution,  he  has 
endured  misery  unspeakable  ;  and,  gloomy  indeed  are  present  pros- 
pects ;  yet,  he  does  not  despair,  and  should  he  have  fair  trial,  so  as, 
ultimately,  to  be  found  worthy  of  confidence,  he  believes  all  may 
terminate  in  good. 

Mr.  Gourlay  requests  that  the  parcel  containing  copies  of  The 
Neptunian,  addressed  to  Members  of  the  Legislature,  may  be  de- 
livered at  Parliament  House,  and,  an  acknowledgement  of  receipt 
would  be  satisfactory ;  as  he  proposes  addressing  His  Excellency 
when  assured  that  all  may  be  referred  to.    (Duplicate,  Jan.  7.  1845.) 

Government  House,  Montreal,  January  18,  1845. 
My  Dear  Sir :  — I  am  desired  by  the  Governor  General  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that  the  Packets  which  have  reached  me  containing  enclosures  for  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada,  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Parliament  House,  in  compliance  with  your  request. 
1  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  yours  very  faithfully, 

JOHN  IIIGGINSON. 

R  F  Gouulay,  Esq. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada : 
f  The  Petition  of  Robert  Fleming  Gonrlay, 
tiuMBLY  Sheweth: 

That,  your  Petitioner  had  a  petition  presented  to  your  Honorable 
House,  1841,  which  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

That,  the  Committee,  after  examining  witnesses  and  procuring 
°.ffidavits,  reported  that,  "  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  Peti- 
tioner in  Niagara,  1819,  was  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  without 
the  possibility  of  excuse  or  palliation  : — that,  debarring  him  from  an 
interview  with  his  friends  or  his  counsel  was  illegal,  unjust,  and  un- 
constitutional," &c.  Further — "  expressing  hope  that  your  Honora- 
ble House  will  do  the  Petitioner  that  justice  which  has  been  so  long 
denied  him,  and  pass  an  Address  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor 
General,  declaratory  of  the  above  opinions,  in  order  that  the  Crown 
may  repudiate  the  transactions  by  which  the  Petitioner  has  been 
persecuted  to  his  ruin ;  and,  that  the  Legislature  may  declare  his 
sentence  of  banishment  null  and  void,  and  cause  him  to  be  compen- 
sated for  the  losses  he  has  sustained  by  the  unwarrantable  exercise 
of  authority. — In  the  meantime,  that  some  allowance  may  be  made 
to  him  to  defray  his  expenses  while  in  attendance  before  the  Legis- 
lature defending  the  rights  of  a  British  subject,"  &c. 

\  That,  ihe  Report,  after  discission,  was  adopted  September  11,  and 
stood  among  the  Orders  of  the  day,  till  the  16th,  when  it  was  again 
discussed,  and  a  motion  submitted  that,  "  An  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  General,  communicating 
a  copy  of  the  Report,  and  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  for 
carrying  the  recommendations  contained  therein  into  effect," — which 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried,  unanimously. 

That,  on  the  17th,  this  Report  was  acknowledged  by  the  signa- 
ture of  Lord  Sydenham,  who  died  next  day. 

That,  your  Petitioner  addressed  a  letter  to  Sir  Richard  Jackson, 
Administrator  of  the  Government,  dated  October  11,  inquiring  what 
he  had  to  expect  from  the  Executive  ;  and  was  told,  that  "  the  ques- 
tion must  remain  for  the  decision  of  the  Governor  General " — to 
which  your  Petitioner  acceded,  so  far  as  the  main  point  was  concern- 
ed ;  but,  called  attention  to  what  regarded  "  expenses,"  and  had  £50 
paid  to  him, — His  Excellency  expressing  regret,  that,  "  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  advance  a  larger  sum." 

That,  your  Petitioner,  being  satisfied,  resolved  to  go  home  and 
submit  all  to  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  applied 
for  Office  Copies  of  proceedings,  which  he  obtained — save  two  affi- 
davits. It  being  then  reported  that  Sir  Charles  Bagot, — appointed 
Governor  General — would  land  at  Quebec,  your  Petitioner  proceed- 
ed thither,  on  his  way  home,  hoping  that  His  Excellency  would,  on 
personal  application,  give  assurance  that  the  affidavits,  and  all  else 
requisite  for  appeal  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  would  be  furnished. 

That,  arrived  at  Quebec,  your  Petitioner  reported  himself  to  Sir 
Richard  Jackson,  November  10;  and,  on  the  23d,  finding  that,  the 
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Governor  General  would  not  leave  England  till  December,  inquired 
if  Sir  Richard  could  do  aught  in  the  matter,  under  changed  ciicum- 
stances;  and  was  answered,  that,  "in  the  absence  of  all  the  official 
correspondence,  and  other  documents,  he  (Sir  Richard)  could  not 
came  to  a  decision  ;  but,  that  he  would  be  prepared,  on  his  return  to 
Kingston,  to  examine  into  the  matter." 

That,  your  Petitioner,  returning  in  the  same  steamboat  with  Sir 
Richard,  and  seeing  him  at  leisure,  desired  an  audience,  for  explana- 
tion, but  did  not  obtain  that  honor. 

That,  at  Kingston,  your  Petitioner,  being  informed  that  all  the  doc- 
uments were  referred  to  the  Executive  Council,  begged  that  the 
Council  might  be  apprized  of  his  anxiety  to  escape  to  a  warmer  cli- 
male,  and  stated  his  belief,  that,  had  he  met  the  Governor  General 
at  Quebec,  all  he  required  would  have  been  conceded,  in  ten  min- 
utes conversation. 

That,  to  his  astonishment,  he  received  a  letter  dated  December 
15,  and  signed  T.  W.  C.  Murdoch,  saying  that  a  Report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  whicli  accompanied  the  letter,  was  approved  by 
His  Excellency — a  Report  assailing  the  positions  of  your  Honorable 
House,  and  blasting  the  hopes  of  your  Petitioner.  In  short,  render- 
ing it  necessary  for  him  to  remain  in  Canada  till  the  Legislature 
was  again  in  session. 

That,  your  Petitioner, —  being  at  Stt  Catharines  when  Parliament 
again  met,  despatched  a  petition  to  your  Honorable  House,  calling 
attention  to  the  irregular  conduct  of  ministers;  which  petition  being 
misconstrued,  to  the  detriment  of  your  Petitioner,  he  resolved, — seeing 
that  Parliament  was  suddenly  prorogued,  to  retreat  to  the  seaboard, 
and  there  correspond  with  Authorities  at  Home  and  abroad,  not  only 
in  his  own  defence,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  at  large. 

That,  Parliament  being  a  third  time  in  session,  at  Kingston,  your 
Petitioner  repaired  thither, — had  a  petition  presented  to  your  Honora- 
ble House,  and  a  Committee  appointed  for  investigation,  but  then, 
the  resignation  of  ministers  cut  short  opportunities  for  explanation ; 
and,  no  better  result  ensued 

That,  your  Petitioner  returning  to  the  seaboard,  where  he  now  is, 
continued  correspondence  with  Authorities,  and  has  had  printed  500 
pages  of  documents  connected  with  his  history,  his  pursuits,  and 
more  particularly  with  Canada  since  1817,  in  order  that  all  may  be 
more  perfectly  understood,  and  that  your  Honorable  House  may 
more  surely  do  what  is  right  and  proper.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
your  Petitioner  would  be  thus  pertinacious, — take  so  much  trouble 
and  incur  such  expense,  for  small  objects. — At  the  age  of  67,  with 
means  to  spend  the  evening  of  life  independent  of  foreign  aid,  and 
a  family  in  Scotland  anxiously  longing  for  his  return  home,  certainly 
mere  pecuniary  considerations  would  not  detain  him  on  this  side  the 
Atlantic;  but,  fully  informed,  your  Honorable  House  will  perceive 
that,  all  along,  he  has  been  actuated  by  the  highest  motives  of  patri- 
otism ami  philanthropy — motives  more  and  more  imperative  at  the 
present  time.    Standing  on  the  margin  of  the  deep  which  separates 


the  old  world  from  the  new,  yonr  Petitioner,  proud  of  his  native  land, 
and  of  those  principles  which  have  borne  her  triumphant  over  the 
globe,  would  have  those  principles  established  forever.  During  the 
last  27  years,  he  has  seen  that  a  liberal  understanding  between  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies  is  essential  to  this;  and  believes  it  within  the 
power  of  your  Honorable  House  to  ensure  the  blessed  consumma- 
tion. He,  therefore,  most  solemnly  invokes  attention  to  the  whole 
of  these  premises  ;  and,  should  a  single  doubt  arise,  entreats  that  op- 
portunity may  be  afforded  him  to  solve  it. 

Your  Petitioner  would  not  needlessly  expose  himself  to  the  rigor 
of  a  Canadian  winter;  but,  if  necessary,  will  proceed  to  Montreal, — • 
there  present  himself  at  the  bar  of  your  Honorable  House,  and  sub- 
mit to  interrogation  on  every  particular  action  of  his  life,  or  assertion 
he  has  made. — As  to  what  most  immediately  concerns  him  and  the 
integrity  of  your  Honorable  House,  he  conceives  it  unnecessary  to 
go  beyond  what  is  above  recited  for  proof  and  conviction. 

It  appears  above,  that  your  Petitioner's  case  stood  among  the  Orders 
of  the  day,  for  discussion,  from  the  11th  till  the  16th  of  October  1841. 
During  that  period,  the  Attorney  General,  Solicitor  General,  and  other 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  were  at  their  posts,  in  your  Hon- 
orable House  ;  and,  could  not  be  ignorant  of  what  was  going  on. 
They  could  not  say  that  your  Petitioner's  case  was  one  of  small 
consequence,  when  they  knew  that  it  involved  the  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  character  of  its  highest  functionaries.  The  occasion 
did,  indeed,  demand  their  utmost  vigilance,  individually  and  collect- 
ively :  and,  if  there  was  aught  of  fact  or  argument  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  it  was,  then,  their  most  sacred  duty  to  advance  it.  Not  one 
of  them  said  a  word  on  the  subject  before  your  Honorable  House, 
first  or  last ;  for  the  best  of  reasons,  that  they  saw  the  case  invulner- 
able in  open  day  ;  and,  assailed  it  afterwards,  clandestinely,  for  sin- 
ister and  selfish  ends,  in  the  assurance  that  your  Petitioner  would 
breakdown  while  alone,  and  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances : — 
nor  be  able  to  unmask  \heir  most  cowardly  and  base  machinations. 
This  conduct  was  aggravated,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Petitioner,  from 
the  consideration  that  the  constituents  of  these  very  men  had  been 
cajoled  for  years  into  a  belief  that  all  would  go  well  in  the  Province 
with  responsible  government  insured  as  it  then  was. — Your  Peti- 
tioner's treatment  by  the  "Executive  Council  exposes  this  ignis  fat  mis, 
and  demonstrates  that  all  was  delusion; — that,  ministers  of  the  peo- 
ple's choice  could  play  fast  and  loose  with  duties  the  most  sacred  ; — 
that,  while  they  presented  to  the  world  a  nice  of  honesty,  they  could, 
underhand,  with  a  little  finger,  undo  appearances,  and  swindle  a  pri- 
vate individual  out  of  his  rights,  his  property,  and  his  character: — 
nay,  that,  in  doing  all  this,  they  could  make  the  Representative  of 
Majesty  a  cat's  paw,  and  proceed,  unblu shingly,  in  their  career  of 
iniquity. 

Your  Petitioner  asserts  that,  according  to  justice  and  parliamentary 
usage,  the  decision  of  your  Honorable  House  in  his  case,  1841,  was 
final:  and.,  he  says  more: — he  savs,  that,  were  the  Report  of  the 
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Committee  of  Council  allowable,  as  a  regular  instrument,  it  can  be 
shown  to  be  what  your  Petitioner  characterized  it,  "  false,  frivolous, 
mawkish,  and  impertinent." 

Your  Petitioner,  under  distressing  circumstances,  has  been  advised 
to  address  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  General,  for  relief,  and  he 
doubts  not  that  His  Excellency  might  readily  acknowledge  his 
wrongs  ;  but,  he  deems  it  duty,  as  one  of  the  people,  to  afford  the 
people's  Representatives  opportunity  to  vindicate  their  rights,  and 
maintain  their  integrity. 

He,  therefore,  entreats  that  all  transactions  of  your  Honorable 
House  in  his  case,  during  the  years  1841, 1842,  and  1843,  may  be  re- 
viewed, and  gravely  considered,  in  order  to  justice. 

And  he  will  ever  pray. 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

Boston,  January  30th,  1845. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  PARLIAMENT. 
No.  1.  Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  Nov.  25,  1844. 

Dear  Sir :  —  It  appears,  from  newspapers,  that  you  are  reelected  to  serve  in 
Parliament:  therefore,  let  me  remind  you  of  certain  transactions.  1841. 

Doctor  DnnJop  move!  in  the  Legislative  Assembly.  September  16,  that, 
a  Report  in  my  favor  should  be  communicated  to  the  Governor  General,  and 
you  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  ncm.  con.  Be  it  remembered 
also,  that  the  Report  which  had  been  discussed,  September  11,  was  among 
Orders  of  the  day  till  the  16th  ;  and,  that  ministers — Mr.  Harrison,  the  Attorney 
General,  and  others,  were  at  their  posts,  all  the  time,  without  saying  a  word 
on  the  subject, — in  fact,  approving  of  all. 

The  Report  was  communicated  to  Lord  Sydenham  next  day,  and  was 
acknowledged  by  His  Excellency's  signature.  After  his  death,  1  applied  to 
the  Administrator  of  the  Government,  who  ordered  £50  to  be  paid  me  in 
part  of  expenses  recommended  by  the  Assembly,  with  apology  that  want 
of  funds  precluded  a  larger  payment,  at  that  time. 

Perfectly  satisfied,  and  purposing  to  go  to  England,  there  to  lay  my  case 
before  the  Imperial  Parliament,  I  asked  for  Office  copies  of  papers,  and  ob- 
tained all,  save  two  affidavits,  viz  :  of  John  Clark  and  William  Kerr,  who  were 
magistrates  of  Niagara  District,  1818.  These,  I  trusted,  might  be  supplied 
on  application  to  Sir  Charles  Bagot,  then  expected  at  Quebec.  Thither,  I 
went,  on  my  way  to  England;  but,  there,  I  was  disappointed;  and,  in  con- 
sequence, returned  to  Kingston,  where,  to  my  astonishment,  I  was  serve  i 
with  a  copy  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Council,  denying  my  claims  :  and, 
•  tl»  sya  ipyj  t  .w  ;«u.  ••  nee  e  spa  r&  to  -con  t  i  nue  in  Canada  till  Parliament  was  agar 
in  session.  '"Jerhg,  then,  at  ift.  CiuLVtiines .' I  oes/":? j-hed  r,  ^Ition  to  (he  care 
of  the  Hon.  J.  Neilson  in  order  to  arrest  attention  V;  ihe  extraordinary  proceeding- 
above  mentioned;  but,  what  was  my  surprise,  on  soe'ng  from "newspapers, 
that  my  petition  had  been  objected  to  by  the  Speak.  !  t'foi  iticti  .  \l  too 
strongly  worded ;  further,  that  Mr.  Neilson  avid  Doctor  Dunlop  had  begged 
for  its  acceptance,  on  the  plea,  that,  I  was  weak  both  in  body  and  mind. 
Finally,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Neilson  intimating  that  the  Gov*  rn  r 
General  had  put  mo  on  the  civil  list  for  a  pension  of  .£50  pec.  annum,  in  con- 
sideration of  my  suffering.;.    Doubtless,  in  [his  was  charitably  meant  on  the 


486 


part  of  my  friends.  I  never  prayed  for  pecuniary  compensation,  but  only  for 
enquiry,  and  that,  in  order  to  a  hearing  before  the  Home  Government  ;  all 
which  will  appear,  on  referring  to  printed  and  well  authenticated  documents. 
This  being  the  case,  could  any  thing  be  more  provoking  than  what  is  here 
set  forth?  It  was,  indeed,  essential  for  my  reputation,  instantly  to  mark  my 
sense  of  it,  and  I  did  proclaim  it,  as  insult,  in  newspapers  —  declaring,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  would  not  remain  in  Canada,  to  be  so  insulted.  Nor  did  I 
lose  time  in  coming  to  this  quarter,  where  I  have  been  the  last  two  years, 
with  no  other  object  but  to  expose  monstrous  proceedings,  towards  me,  of 
legislators  in  Canada  during  twenty-seven  years — yes !  twenty-seven 
years; — proceedings  which  have  entangled  me  in  endless  litigation;  separ- 
ated me  all  that  time  from  my  family;  cut  me  off  from  all  the  ordinary  joys 
of  life  ;  and,  which  seem  likely  to  hold  me  in  fetters  till  my  children,  one 
after  another,  are  parted  from  me.  In  fact,  since  I  first  applied  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Canada  for  redress,  1836,  I  have  lost  my  only  son,  two  daughters, 
and  a  sister. 

It  is  not.  Dear  Sir,  to  move  your  compassion  that  I  recite  such  melancholy 
facts.  My  very  greatest  glory  has  grown  out  of  the  deaths  of  my  children 
whose  last  moments  were  joyous  and  triumphant, — were  encouragement  for 
me  to  persevere  in  maintaining  truth  and  sound  principles  amidst  corruption 
and  cowardice, — trifling  and  contempt. 

We  have  been  dinned  for  years  about  responsible  government; 
and  you,  with  others,  have  resigned  office,  no  doubt  thinking  it  duty 
so  to  do,  in  support  of  opinions.  I.  who  have  eyed  colonial  Government, 
these  last  twenly-seven  years, — who  have  suffered  more  from  abuses,  therein, 
than  any  other  individual,  have  given  little  heed  to  the  question  about  re- 
sponsibility, knowing  that  more  important  matters  should  first  be  considered, — 
matters,  which  unconsidered,  do,  in  fact,  leave  all  else,  in  my  apprehension, 
little  better  than  clamor.  Give  but  a  little  attention  to  my  case,  and  say  if 
there  is  not  some  ground  for  such  assertion. 

The  Report,  which  you  stood  ready  to  sustain  against  all  objection,  was 
final.  It  recommended  the  Government,  to  declare  my  sentence  of  banishment 
null  and  void ; — to  cause  me  to  be  compensated ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  have 
my  expenses  defrayed  while  in  attendance  before  the  Legislature  defending  the 
rights  of  a  British  subject.  Farther,  it  suggested  that  my  services,  during  the 
rebellion,  should  neither  be  overlooked  nor  forgotten.  I  ask,  had  a  responsible 
Ministry  any  right  to  object  to  the  fulfilment  of  this,  or  any  part  of  it  who 
suffered  a  unanimous  vote;  first  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  then  in 
the  House  to  pass,  unchallenged  1  No  ;  and  I  wish  to  give  it  in  charge  to  you 
as  an  advocate  of  responsible  government,  to  argue  the  matter.  I  want  not 
your  eloquence  in  my  behalf.  The  award,  as  to  me,  I  repeat,  was  final.  I 
want  your  pleading  for  the  rule  of  right.  I  want  to  revive  my  prayer  of  1842. 
The  objection  of  the  Speaker  was  groundless,  and  the'begging  of  my  friends 
still  more  so.  Should  you  take  so  much  trouble,  you  may  readily  find  in  the 
Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Imperial  parliament,  from  1820  till  1827,  inclu- 
sive, more,  I  believe,  of  my  petitions,  printed, than  of  any  other  individual; 
nor  was  any  petition  of  mine-e^r  objected  to,  in  that  quarter.  It  maybe, 
therefore,  inferred  that  I  was  qualified  to  draw  up  a  petition  ;  and,  1  will 
show,  if  necessary,  that  the  one  objected  to,  1842,  was  singularly  well  drawn 
up.  Leave  all  that,  however,  at  present, — both  objecting  and  begging, 
think  only  of  the  one  question — whether  any  ministry,  under  the  present 
constitution  of  Canada  had  right  to  serve  me  with  a  Report  denying  the  po- 
sitions of  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  my  case  1841 1  Then,  favor  me  with  a 
letter,  in  course,  saying  whether  you  will  present  a  petition  from  me  on  the 
subject,  and  sustain,  not  only  constitutional  right,  but,  common  sense. 

This  will  oblige — Yours  triily, 

T.  C.  Aylvvin.  Esq.,  M.  P.  P.  ROBERT.  F.  GOURLAY. 
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No.  2.  Montreal,  December  3,  1844. 

Dear  Sir: —  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  my  power,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th.  ultimo.  I  shall  most  willingly  present 
any  Petition  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  as  my  conviction 
of  the  tyranny  practised  upon  you.  and.  of  the  wrongs  which  you  have  sus- 
tained from  the  Government,  so  strong.  *    *    *  Yours  very  faithfully, 

T.  C.  AYLWIN. 

R.  F.  Gourlay,  Esq. 

[Copy.    Memorial,  October  7,  1843.  —  See  The  Neptunian,  page  104.] 
No.  3.  Boston,  Nov.  26,  1844. 

Dear  Sir:  —  The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  Memorial,  which  I  last  year  sent  to 
Kingston,  directed  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
begging  that  it  mi<*ht  be  presented  to  the  House ;  also,  suggesting  that  it 
might  be  given  to  Doctor  Dunlop,  the  Hon.  John  Neilson,  or  Captain  Steele, 
to  be  presented. 

Hearing  from  none  of  them,  and  becoming  very  ill,  I  wrote  to  you  with  a 
copy;  and,  soon  after  getting  better,  I  set  off,  myself,  for  Kingston,  Nov.  5. 

At  Kingston,  you  told  me  that  you  had  just  written  a  letter  to  me,  but  tore 
it  up,  on  hearing  of  my  arrival. 

I  am  now  situated  as  I  then  was,  only  it  is  more  hazardous  for  me  to  at- 
tempt a  journey,  and  could,  my  business  be  done,  by  correspondence,  it 
would  be  great  relief  to  me. 

May  I  beg  of  you.  on  receipt  of  this,  to  write  me  a  few-  lines,  saying  what 
you  meant  to  have  said  last  year  ;  and,  whether  it  appears  to  you  that  I 
eould-be  heard  by  petition,  where  I  now  am. 

Last  year,  I  delivered  to  you  and  others,  12  numbers  of  The  Neptunian, 
that  my  case  might  be  better  understood.    Some  days  ago  I  despatched 
other  4  numbers  with  the  same  view.    Tell  me  if  these  have  come  to  hand. 
All  which  will  oblige  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

James  Johnston,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P.    (Duplicate,  Dec.  17, — not  replied  to.) 


No.  4.  Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  Dec.  5,  1844. 

My  Dear  Sir :  —  T  do  not  forget  your  manifestations  of  kindness  to  me,  at 
Kingston  :  and,  remembering  also,  that  you  reduced  to  form,  the  Report  of 
a  Committee,  on  my  case,  in  1841,  I  have  to  put  a  few  questions.  Was  not 
that  Report  regularly  argued  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole?  Did  not  a 
notice  for  a  hearing,  before  the  House,  stand  five  or  six  days  among  the  Orders 
of  the  day'?  Was  not  the  question  again  debated,  unanimously  sustained, 
and,  finally,  was  there  not  an  address  to  the  Governor  General,  in  my  favor, 
moved  by  Doctor  Dunlop,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aylwin,  and  carried,  nem.  con.? 
After  all  that,  and  after  no  one  word  was  said,  in  opposition,  by  Ministers 
of  Government,  had  Ministers  right  to  oppose  recommendations  of  the  House, 
so  settled  '?  They  did  oppose  !  I  protested  against  that,  and,  during  the 
session  of  1842,  petitioned  for  inquiry  into  irregularity.  The  petition  was 
misconceived,  and  a  pension  of  £50  a  year  granted  me,  on  the  application  of 
the  House  !  whereby  my  hopes  of  appeal  to  the  home  government  were 
blasted. 

The  consequence  of  all  this,  is  my  detention  here  waiting  for  the  correction 
of  errors. 

I  intended  to  have  been  at  Montreal,  personally,  but  the  severity  of  winter 
eleters  mo  ;  and,  having  printed  all  papers,  in  my  case,  hope  it  may  be  settled 
by  corre-pondeuce. 
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Should  your  time  allow,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  what  you  think,  or  if  you 

could  advise  any  course  better  to  pursue. 

I  have  amused  myself  here  with  Plans  for  improvement  of  Boston  ;  and 
beg  your  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  pamphlet,  on  that  subject. 

Some  dozen  years  ago,  I  sent  a  Plan  for  the  improvement  of  Edinburgh  to 
Mr.  Neilson  at  Quebec,  from  Scotland,  having  then  contemplated  a  grand 
improvement  for  your  far-famed  city,  and  I  should  be  glad,  still,  to  point  it  out. 

I  sent  you,  and  other  members  of  the  Legislature,  two  weeks  ago,  four 
numbers  of  The  Neptunian,  —  viz.  Nos.  13  to  16,  inclusive.  I  have  now  put 
up,  for  you,  other  ten  numbers,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  all  reaching  their 
destination. 

Yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 
A.  M.  Morin,  Esq.  (Duplicate,  Dec.  17, — not  replied  to.) 


No.  5.  Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  Dec.  16,  1844. 

Dear  Sir:  It  was  my  intention  to  leave  the  seaboard,  where  I  have  waited 
two  years,  for  settlement  of  ail  airs  before  the  Legislature  of  Canada,  last  June, 
for  Niagara  frontier ;  thence,  to  proceed  to  Montreal,  when  Parliament  met, 
but  a  succession  of  dire  accounts  from  my  family — the  death  of  my  only  son, 
a  sister,  and  a  daughter,  detained  me  here  til!  it  became  imprudent  to  ven- 
ture, northward,  in  the  face  of  winter  :  and,  I  have  resolved  to  endeavor 
settling  business  by  correspondence,  if  that  is  possible.  May  I,  therefore, 
beg  of  you  to  inform  me,  if  a  Petition  from  me,  here,  would  be  received  and 
acted  on,  as  effectually,  as  if  I  were  in  Montreal? 

Ten  days  ago,  I  put  into  a  deal  box,  printed  papers  headed  The  Neptu- 
nian, Nos.  17  to  26,  and  addressed  them  to  the  Hon.  Members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  Assembly,  Parliament  House,  Montreal.  The  box  was 
sent  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Moore,  Government  Messenger;  but,  on  seeing  him 
next  day,  he  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  carry  it  to  Montreal,  as  he 
might  have  to  proceed  part  of  the  way  on  horseback  ;  whereupon,  by  his  ad- 
vice, it  was  sent  by  Walker's  Express.  I  meant  to  have  asked  Mr.  Moore  to 
write  to  me  from  Montreal,  as  to  its  arrival ;  but,  he  had  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington alter  arrival  of  the  Steam  Ship  from  England  ;  and,  the  Canada  bag 
was  forwarded  by  a  special  messenger. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  ihave  to  beg,  that  you  will  inform  me  if  the 
box  was  received  ;  in  which  there  was  a  packet  for  yourself  A  few  lines  in 
course  of  post  will  oblige  Yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

Sir  Allan  McNab.  (Not  replied  to.) 

No.  6.  Boston,  February  1,  1845. 

My  Dear  Sir:  —  Nothing  could  be  better  than  your  management  of  my 
case,  in  J  841,  and  1  now  send  you  a  petition  to  present  for  me  that  you  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  sustain  what  you  then  did. 

Write  me  on  receipt,  that  I  may  be  sure  of  your  having  the  petition ;  and, 
say  if  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  appear  Iti  person,  which  in  that  case  I 
shall  attend  to.        .  *  • 

Mr.  Aylwin  seconded  you,  1841,  and  I  shall  send  him  a  duplicate  lest  you 
be  off  or  unwell. 

Consult  with  him,  and  believe  me  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

William  Dunlop,  Esq. 

(A  similar  letter,  to  Mr.  Aylwin.) 


